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September 11, 1992

92-287

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU ENROLLMENT REMAINS STEADY
CHARLESTON, IL--Official tenth-day fall semester enrollment
at Eastern Illinois University is 10,454 on-campus students, an
increase of four over the 10,450 enrolled last fall.
Acting Vice President for student Affairs Lou Hencken said,
"Even though Eastern closed admission to entering freshmen on
Feb. 18 and to transfer students on May 11 of this year for the
Fall 1992 semester, our enrollment remains consistent with last
year.

We are pleased that Eastern continues to be an excellent

institution where students wish to attend."
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He added, "Our faculty, administration, civil service
employees and other staff should be very proud, because through
their hard work, our enrollment has remained consistent.

It is

obvious in talking to Eastern students that they know the university cares about them and has a genuine interest in their wellbeing . "
Upon Hencken's announcement, Provost and Vice President for
Academic Affairs Barbara Hill said, "Because of our level of
state appropriations, we have had no choice but to restrict the
number of students we serve to maintain the quality of our
educational program.

Through the efforts of the entire admis-

sions staff we have been able to do that."
On-campus minority student enrollment increased by 52
students.

Total minority enrollment is 738 students or

7.06 percent of the total on-campus enrollment of 10,454.

A year

ago the total was 686 students, or 6.56 percent of the enrollment .
The numbers of ethnic minorities this year and last year
are:

Black students (541 in 1992, 503 in 1991); American Indian

(16 and 17); Asian (66 and 64); and Hispanic (115 and 102) .

Included in the on-campus enrollment are 2,336 freshmen;
1,988 sophomores; 2,447 juniors; 2,561 seniors; 972 fifth year

graduates; and 150 sixth year graduates.
89.3 percent of the total.

Undergraduates make up

Women represent 55.2 percent and men

44.8 percent of total enrollment.

Full-time students are 89.6

percent of the total with the remainder part-time students.
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Hencken said the number of new freshmen this year, 1,446, is
down slightly from last year's count of 1,542 because of the
February cutoff date for freshmen applications.
"More than 200 students applied for admission to Eastern
after the cutoff and had their applications returned and many
others called inquiring about admission.

This tells me that

Eastern is still a quality choice for Illinois students," he
said.
The decrease in freshmen, however, is offset by an increase
in undergraduate and graduate transfer students.

Undergraduate

transfers number 1,245, an increase of 100 over last year.
Graduate transfers rose 28, from 145 last year to 173 this year.
"The increase in transfer enrollment is simply a reflection
of the growing number of students attending community colleges
who want to continue their education beyond a two-year degree
program," Hencken said .
Total graduate enrollment rose from 1,029 last year to
1,122 this year.

Hencken noted that the university's residence halls are at
100 percent occupancy, with more than half of the student body

living in university housing.
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